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On August 12, the Farbundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) rejected the possibility of
initiating peace talks with the administration of President Jose Napoleon Duarte until the US
terminates military aid to the Salvadoran army. In a communique broadcast by rebel station RADIO
VENCEREMOS, the FMLN said the peace accord signed in Guatemala City will be ineffective
unless the US stops its "intervention and aggression in Central America." The accord was described
as a political victory for the Sandinista revolution since the plan recognizes the "right to selfdetermination by the Nicaraguan people." According to the FMLN, the plan also recognizes the
right of all Central Americans to realize a popular democratic revolution..." Next, the accord was
described as a clear political defeat for the hegemonic and interventionist policy of the United
States, and a definitive setback in the Reagan administration's plans for obtaining additional
military aid for the contras from the Congress. The broadcast emphasized that while the Sandinista
government has defeated the contras, Duarte's government despite $3 billion in US aid to continue
the civil war has not been able to defeat the FMLN. Despite the rhetorical refusal to enter into
negotiations with the government, the FMLN communique staged that a dialogue was possible
based on the following agenda: termination of foreign logistical aid to both sides; cease- fire; broad
discussions on political reforms; and "humanization" of the civil war, among other points. Next,
the rebels said they would be willing to participate in peace talks inside or ouside of El Salvador, in
public or in private. (Basic data from NOTIMEX, SALPRESS-NOTISAL, PRENSA LATINA, 08/12/87)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

